The Tracy Sollis Leukaemia Trust
Registered charity number 1069269

Annual Report 2018
● Aims and Objectives
The aim of The Tracy Sollis Leukaemia Trust is to relieve sickness suffering and distress of
patients with leukaemia. This is achieved by providing complementary therapy for patients,
purchasing laboratory equipment for life saving research and offering short term breaks for
patients on referral from the medical profession.

Grant requests which come within the Trust’s remit are welcomed.
New Trustees
We are delighted to welcome on board
 Mrs Gillian Gregg - Appointed 20th August 2018
 Mrs Helen Springthorpe – Appointed 20th August 2018
 Mrs Doreen Dale - Appointed 20th August 2018
 Mr Neil Batchelor- Appointed 17th September 2018
The charity is run by a Board of Trustees listed as follows:● Mrs Suzanne Palmer (Chairperson)
● Mrs Vivien Bentley (Vice Chairperson)
● Mrs Susan Sollis BEM
● Mrs Margaret Bayley
● Mrs Deborah Edmondson
● Mrs Gillian Gregg
● Mrs Doreen Dale
● Mr Neil Batchelor
● Mrs Marion Bratt
● Mrs Helen Springthorpe
● Treasurer 2018 – Mrs Ann Davies
Resignations
 Mrs Ann Oakes – 20th August 2018 – We were very sad to accept Ann’s resignation due
to personal circumstances. Although no longer a Trustee Ann will endeavour to help out
whenever her time and circumstances allow.
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● Shop 5
Shop 5 sales are up on the previous year due to the hard work of volunteers who provide a high
level of customer service and care. Due to an ever increasing donation of goods, prices are kept
low to speed up the flow of items. This appears to have a positive effect on the amount of
purchases made which in turn is helping the sale figures. The income for shop 5 was £47,526.93

● Shop 7
Shop 7, is selling predominately furniture and household goods. We give special thanks to
Bradfords of Evesham for their wonderful support by providing a regular supply of carpet off
cuts and also the occasional bed. Sales for the year have been rather unpredictable and
therefore it is planned to introduce a wider selection of goods next year (2019). This should
increase the financial turnover. The goods will include books, bric a brac and clothing. The
income for shop 7 was £32,075.19

AGM
The Trust’s 2018 AGM was held at the Fleece Inn, Bretforton with an excellent turn out of
approximately fifty people present. Headmaster of Prince Henry’s High School, Dr Tony Evans
was among those present together with two members of staff. The school has a particular
interest in research projects being carried out within the Anthony Nolan Research Institute
which includes The Tracy Sollis Laboratory. The guest speakers for the evening were laboratory
manager of the Anthony Nolan Trust, Hazel Forde & the Trust's Complimentary Therapist, CarrieAnn Adams.
Hazel thanked The Trust for its support and spoke about the advances being made in the
selection of compatible bone marrow donors. She also explained the benefits of the research
equipment donated by the Trust and how it would help save lives.
We then heard from Carrie who related her personal and moving story of being diagnosed with
leukaemia and her subsequent battle against the disease. She spoke about her bone marrow
transplant and despite the odds the birth of her daughter Poppy. It was a very powerful
presentation outlining the highs and lows of an incredible journey overcoming cancer. We were
all delighted that Carrie brought along her 4 month old daughter Poppy making it an extremely
memorable occasion.

● Events
Gordon Giltrap
Tickets for the Gordon Giltrap Concert at the Fleece Inn on Friday 3rd May sold out very quickly.
The venue has a maximum seating capacity of 60 and the amount raised from the evening was
exceptionally good raising a total of £1,155.00. Grateful thanks to Gordon who donates his time
and immense talent and to Nigel and his staff at The Fleece for their continued support.

Evesham Arts Centre Charity Concert
This year’s concert had a bigger turnout, with £1,157.59 raised, doubling last year’s total! A
thanks to Avonbank Brass Band, Stour Concert Brass and Vale Harmony for their brilliant
performances. Peter Hayward & Adela took photos this year to be used for press and
advertising.
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Charity Concert at Evesham Methodist Church
£549.50 Raised! Many thanks to all those who attended, and the members of the U3A Concert
Band, Choir and Play Readers for their amazing support!

Stow Primary School
The Trust was chosen as the charity of the year at Stow on the Wold Primary School. Sue Sollis
travelled there to give a presentation about the history of the Trust. The school then got busy
with fund raising with events across the year and raised a fantastic total amount of £988.29!

The Tracy Sollis Cup
Sue Sollis BEM presented The Tracy Sollis Memorial Cup to Wychavon Festival of Brass’s
youngest contestant, 11 year old Oliver Tzick of Coventry Festival Band.

Further Support
●
●
●
●
●
●

U3A singers at Evesham Baptist Church – Raised £83.00
Car Parking Duties at Bretforton Proms 2018 - Raised £321.75
Evesham CycleFest September 2018 – Raised £83.35
Lygonian Singers - £297.50
Specsavers - £31.45
St Mary's School - £81.00

● Talks
The History and Work of The Trust - undertaken by Founder Member Sue Sollis
Includes the following:● St Mary's Club - £75.00
● Evesham Masonic - £100.00
● LVCS - £188.41
● Offenham talk - £35.00
● July Talk - £40.00
Total Amount Raised: £438.41

● New Website
The Trust updated to a new website in October 2018. The website has been designed by Callum
Salter and is cheaper to run and easily updatable by Sue Sollis & Other Volunteers. Since the new
website has been up and running the amount of views has increased considerably.

● New Furniture Delivery/Collection Van
The Van was purchased in November 2017 and has proved to be invaluable during 2018 in the
collection and delivery of goods. Local delivery is charged at £15 which is within a 10 mile radius.
The van is available at all times which greatly assists with the logistics of a transaction. The other
advantage of the vehicle is that it highlights the presence of the charity with its high visibility
graphics designed by former Prince Henry’s High School Student Callum Salter.

Page 3 of 8

● Visit to Anthony Nolan Research Institute
A party of volunteers and supporters travelled to The Anthony Nolan Research Institute to visit
the labs which include the Tracy Sollis Laboratory. Travel was by hiring a Cotswold Vehicle Hire
Mini Bus driven by Mr Philip Speed. It was a very informative day where all attending could see
the Trust’s donated equipment in full use and hear how it was benefitting the research team.
Lectures where given by several members of the research team and we thank all for their
hospitality and knowledge shared.

Tracy Sollis Laboratory Equipment Purchases
A wish list was received from Laboratory Manager Hazel Forde which included the following:1. Panasonic Class II Safety Cabinets, [Purchased]
2. FluidX Traxis tube & plate scanner, [Purchased]
3. Panasonic-20 Freezer, [Purchased]
4. Panasonic -70 Freezer,
5. Jouan Centrifuge C422,
A total of £22,718.04 in equipment was subsequently purchased and delivered to the Research
Institute this year.

Anthony Nolan Supporter Awards 2018
The Tracy Sollis Leukaemia Trust was notified that it had been nominated as a finalist for the
Anthony Nolan Organisational Fundraiser of the Year category. The winners were to be
announced and the relevant presentations made at the Tower of London. Sue Sollis represented
the Trust which ultimately received a Highly Commended award as runner up. This was no mean
achievement as the overall winner was the international company RSM. The runner up award
provided a lot of good press attention for the Trust and the certificate received is on display in
the Trust's shop.

● Complementary Therapy
Carrie Ann Adams – 145 patients seen
The year commenced with the amazing news that our Complementary Therapist Carrie Ann
Adams had given birth to a beautiful baby daughter, Poppy Eirwen Lydia Adams on 24th January
weighing 6lb 15ozs. The news was very special as Carrie had overcome many hurdles for this to
happen. Being a former leukaemia patient, Carrie underwent chemotherapy, radiotherapy and a
bone marrow transplant. The treatment meant that after chances of having a child was
extremely slim. However, against all odds we are delighted that this marks a brand new positive
start in the lives of Carrie and her husband Christian.

Sharon Banfield – Complementary Therapist - 221 Patients seen
We have been very pleased to have Sharon provide temporary cover for Carrie during her
maternity leave. Sharon is a qualified complementary therapist who filled the role admirably. It
is hoped we can find Sharon a position at one of our other local hospitals to extend our services.
However, this can take some time to implement. Sharon saw 221 patient in the time she stood
in for Carrie during 2018.
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 New Year's Honours List 2018
Sue Sollis BEM
Founder Member and Trustee Sue Sollis has been awarded the British Empire Medal for service
to Leukaemia Research.
The award was presented by the Lord Lieutenant at Worcester Guild Hall with the Mayor of
Evesham, friends, family and supporters in attendance.
It was unbeknown to Sue that supporter of The Trust Mo Sandalls had nominated her for the
award. Mo had worked tirelessly for over two years submitting the extensive information
required. Not having a computer, Mo had provided vast amounts of paperwork much of which
had to be handwritten.
Following the award ceremony it was later in the year that Sue received an invitation to the
Buckingham Palace Garden Party which she attended with her mum Mrs Edna Groom. Sue said
“It has been a wonderful year and I wish to thank all who have shown their support. Special
thoughts of course to Tracy who has inspired us all!”

 Closing Words
“On behalf of The Tracy Sollis Leukaemia Trust, I wish to say A BIG THANK YOU to all Volunteers
& Supporters who have given so generously of their time“
- Sue Sollis
"It's helping me to help others"
- Tracy Sollis 1979 - 1995
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